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If I hand you a blank sheet of paper and ask you to make a 

list of what’s wrong with the world, where would you start? 

Maybe you’d reference recent headlines: assassinations of po-

lice officers, systemic racism, the rise of radical Islam. Or may-

be you’d start the list with other wrongs, such as generational 

poverty, sex trafficking, child abuse, abortion, or political cor-

ruption. 

Once you start writing things down, it’s hard to know when 

to stop. You could fill a whole library with books that simply 

list, line by line, what’s wrong with the world. 

The Times once sent an inquiry to famous authors, asking 

them, “What’s wrong with the world?” G. K. Chesterton sent 

back this reply: 

Dear Sir, 

I am. 

Yours, G. K. Chesterton 

That’s how any list of what’s wrong with the world should 

begin. With me. With you. But that’s rarely, if ever, where we 

start, is it? We don’t reject the idea. None of us claim perfection. 

It’s just that it wouldn’t even cross our minds to include our-

selves on such a list. 

That glaring absence of self-reflection and self-indictment 

only exacerbates the problem. We have 20/20 vision to see the 

problems of others but when it comes to our own complicity in 

evil, we’re blind as bats. 
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BLACK LIVES MATTER, POLITICS, AND OTHER ISSUES 

Take, for instance, Black Lives Matter. Like most Americans, I have opinions about this 

movement—some positive, some negative. I’m a white, American male. I was raised in the 

south, in a town and school where racism was alive and well. That kind of culture seeps into 

your psyche. Even though I’ve tried my whole adult life to eradicate those prejudices, I’m 

sure they are still there, even in ways of which I’m not conscious. 

I admit that I’m part of the problem. By the wrong I’ve done and by the good I’ve left 

undone, I’ve helped to perpetuate the systemic problem of racism in this country. So before 

I start pointing a finger elsewhere, let me point all ten fingers back at myself. What’s wrong 

with this racist world? I am. Unless I acknowledge that fact, I can just shut up about finding 

fault with others. 

This cuts across racial, political, and ideological lines. Why do you see what’s wrong in 

the world, but do not notice what’s wrong in you? Why do you, as a white person, see 

what’s wrong with black people, but don’t notice what’s wrong in you? Or why do you, as a 

black person, see what’s wrong with white people, but don’t notice what’s wrong in you? 

Why do you, as a Republican, see what’s wrong with Democrats, but don’t see what’s 

wrong in you? Why do you, as a Democrat, see what’s wrong with Republicans, but don’t 

see what’s wrong in you? 

We could go on and on. But you get the idea. It doesn’t matter if the issue is racism, 

poverty, violence, corruption, or greed. Unless our fact-finding mission to discover what’s 

wrong with the world begins in our own hearts, we’ll simply end up as hypocrites. The 

world has enough armchair judges already; let’s put ourselves on trial. What’s wrong with 

the world? I am. 

 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THINGS RIGHT? 

The next question is: Who is responsible for making things right with the world? And 

you would expect the answer: I am. But you’d be wrong. 

The belief that we are responsible for making things right in the world is a large part of 

what’s wrong with the world to begin with. And the more we think we are the solution, the 

longer we perpetuate the problem. 

Yes, we should strive to be more fair, just, honest, loving, law-abiding citizens. We 

should try to be better spouses, parents, children, friends, and neighbors. We should reject 

racism, bigotry, violence, hatred, and the like. In short, we should all work toward virtue. 

And, at the same time, we should be aware that virtue will not solve the world’s problems. 

It might help to recall that the most religious, worship-attending, virtuous people of Je-

rusalem were those who murdered the Son of God. The cream of the moral crop were high-

fiving one another at the crucifixion. They were the problem, but they were not solution. 

Indeed, they executed the solution. 
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THE BOLD CLAIM OF CHRISTIANITY 

The Christian faith makes a bold claim: We are the world's problem, but we are not the 

world's solution. The solution is external to us. It has nothing to do with who we are or  

what we do. There is only one good, virtuous, selfless source of true and lasting change in 

the world: the Creator who became part of humanity in Jesus Christ. 

He is the solution to the problem that we are. The sole solution. And he is not found in 

striving for virtue but by participating in his death and resurrection. Who-we-are must first 

die before who-God-wants-us-to-be can live. God is not concerned with making bad people 

into good people. He is here to make dead people into living people. He does that by cruci-

fying and resurrecting us into his Son’s living body. 

Our union with Christ changes everything. In him there is neither black nor white, Asian 

nor Hispanic, male nor female. We are all one in Jesus Christ. Not the color of our skin but 

the name of our Savior becomes how we understand who we are. Jesus becomes our identi-

ty. “We have died,” Paul says, “and our life is hidden with Christ in God.” Rather than 

Black Lives Matter, or Blue Lives, or All Lives, it's Christ’s Life that matters. It mat-

ters because in him all lives die and come to true life. 

The church has the only message that will bring about true change in the world. Because 

it’s not a message about making racist people unprejudiced, immoral people good, or mean 

people nice. It’s about uniting all of us, who are the problem, in him who alone is the solu-

tion. Our message makes dead people alive in Christ. In him, we are new creatures. In him 

we are forgiven, filled with the Spirit, adopted into God’s family. We become part of a new 

humanity, fashioned in the image and likeness of Jesus. 

 

What’s wrong with the world? I am. 

What’s the solution to the problem? Christ is. 

He is the only true, lasting, life-changing hope for us all. 
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August Birthdays 

  Jason Nolan—8/3 

Janet Teegan—8/3 

Matthew Severn—8/4 

Anna Sattelmayer—8/10 

Lucille Berger—8/13 

Kelly Berbaum—8/15 

Don Long—8/16 

Linda Herbert—8/19 

Logan Kost—8/19 

Claire Woody—8/20 

Lana Gehring—8/21 

Janet Burrows—8/22 

Randy Lenser—8/23 

Debra Zara—8/23 

Mark Zara—8/23 

Eric Arneson—8/28 

Allison Kirby—8/31 

August Anniversaries 

Barbara & Albert Bender—8/2 

Jing & Walter May—8/8 

Patricia & Thomas Amato—8/9 

August Baptismal Birthdays 
Michael Luethy—8/1 
Lyle Mockros—8/1 
Herta Panzilius—8/1 

Henry Sattelmayer—8/1 
Emma Egan—8/3 
Ruth Goebel—8/4 

Jeanene Dueber—8/6 
Janine May—8/13 
Jessica Wong—8/13 

Anna Sattelmayer—8/15 
Clark Woody—8/16 
Isabel Medina—8/18 
Audra Koth—8/25 
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A Word from Wendy 

 

Boy this summer is flying by but it is not over yet!  The children have been enjoying water 

play days, fun in the sun, bubbles, chalk, Chapel on Tuesdays, weekly themes and more.    

Wednesday, August 17th is our “official” final day of summer camp and our last 

Family Grill Night for the summer.  Our classroom transitions will take place on Monday, 

August 22nd.   

This year we have very full rooms including 17 children in our Jr. Kindergarten/

Kindergarten classroom and approximately 115 children overall.  The teachers and I are 

very excited for our new school year.  Please keep us in your prayers as we transition with 

our children, welcome new families and as we get to know one another. 

Lead Teachers for the 2016-2017 school year include: 

Natalie Kryjanovski, Baby Rosebuds, 10th year at Open Arms. 

Brianna Rice, Baby Begonias, 1st year at Open Arms. 

Carol Endres, Toddler Tulips, 10th year at Open Arms. 

Jessy Dinkelman, Tiger Lily 2s, 2nd year at Open Arms and 1st year as lead teacher. 

Mary Beth Peterson, Daisy 3s, 4th year at Open Arms. 

Megan Gerken, Sunflower 4s, 4th year at Open Arms and 2nd year as a lead teacher. 

TBD, Kindergarten, we are still in the interview process, please keep us in your prayers 

 

Please keep our lead teachers and the rest of our staff in your prayers as we work with the 

children and families here at Open Arms.  We have wonderful families and the children 

are amazing.   

 

Remember we can always use your help.  If you would like to help us fix up the play-

ground, read to the children, or pray for God’s continued blessing upon us, we can use 

your help!  We are also in need of some PRAYER PALS.  Please see Debra Zara for more 

information. Thank you! 

 

Blessings to all of you! 

Wendy Pritchard 

Director of Early Childhood Ministry 
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Kat’s Corner    

Welcome back everyone!  

I can’t believe that as I write this July is nearly over and the Back to School Sales have begun. God 

has placed us in a wonderful mission field and fills every day with opportunity to make a difference 

for another child of God, be it adult or kid.  We’re all growing together. 

July Mission of the Month was Voice of Hope Behind the Wall. This is a pr ison ministry run at 

Statesville Correctional Center in Joliet. NID has run a prison ministry there since the 1930’s, but 

Lori Wilbert has served for the last 28 years. All funding for this ministry is from donation. 

August Mission of the Month is Chicagoland Lutheran Educational Foundation (CLEF). This 

group has been ensuring stability of Lutheran education for 22 years, particularly in neighborhoods 

struggling with poverty and violence. The Good News Fund is money raised to distribute to Chicago 

Lutheran schools. 100% of donations go to the schools. If you want to give directly go to 

www.goodnewsfund.org or contact me for further information. 

Blacktop sealing completed. You may wonder  why only the west lot was done. As you may be 

aware, the bridge on Chestnut Ave, just east of the gym, is undergoing major reconstruction. As a re-

sult, there was concern over the usage of our east lots so we decided to hold off to see what happens. 

As a large portion of the working area is flood plain, we are watching closely and working with the 

Village of Glenview to assure us that any damage resulting from heavy construction equipment on the 

asphalt will be repaired once the project is complete at no charge to the church. I will keep you updat-

ed. 

Lighting Update: By the time you read this, we should have all new lighting in the gym and ret-

rofitted lighting in the church. We were approved for energy efficient lighting incentives by the Com 

Ed Small Business Program. All of this updating is being done for less than we can replace lightbulbs 

in the gym. This is much needed as only 50% of the gym lights work and that space is one of our 

huge selling points to parents. No more mood lighting. 

Fire Door Project: As you walk through the building, you will notice that there are now many 

more blue doors. Those are all the new fire rated doors that the State of Illinois Fire Marshall has re-

quired. We are still waiting for the installation of the electric roll down shutters and new counter tops 

in the big kitchen. We hope to have everything done by September. Please note that this project was 

fully funded in the 2016 Budget. 

Opportunity to serve: Does clutter  dr ive you crazy? Do you like to clean? Are organizational 

skills one of your gifts? If so, keep your eyes open for the opportunity to serve by helping clean up 

Immanuel’s clutter and get the past reorganized for the future. We have all kinds of things to go 

through. Watch for the service invitation.  

Fellowship opportunity: Don’t let the summer  pass without joining us for  GRILL NIGHT on 

Wednesday Aug, 17th. Come have a hotdog or brat with chips and watermelon! Bring a chair and a 

smile and come join the fun from 5:30 to 7. Simple and fun!!! Hope to see you there! 

May your love for Jesus fill you with JOY and the want to bless others through your service . 

 

God bless!   Kathy Gerken, Church Business Administrator 

 

Contact Info for Kathy Gerken:   Office Phone: 847-724-1034 Email: 

kgerken@immanuelglenview.org 
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The immanuel messenger 

 August is already here and that means that school will be starting soon.   There are just a few 

more weeks of “summer” before the regular routine begins again.  When the calendar turns to August, 

there can be a sense of urgency to squeeze in what you can before school begins or a sense of regret 

over what events failed to take place.    The calendar makes us aware of time passing and causes us to 

look at our plans to evaluate how successful we have been. 

 

 But August also signals the start of something new, especially for those of us in the education 

field.  The new school year waits, filled with promise.   Here at Open Arms, we start our new year in 

August too.   One of the ways we separate our school years is by giving each year a theme.  For 

2016/2017, our theme will be ROCK – Reaching Out as Christ’s Kids.   We chose this to fit with the 

2017 Lutheran Schools Week theme which is “On this Rock”.   

 

 Open Arms and Immanuel have been built on THE Rock, Jesus Christ.   He is our foundation.   

It is the identity that we find in Him that has made this a special place.   As a community, we can af-

firm each other as beloved Children of God.  It is that status as God’s child that brings us into family 

with each other.   

 

 As God’s children we are given the opportunity to serve Him by serving those around us.   

Walking as His children is a learning experience as we deepen the relationship we have with our Heav-

enly Father.   Using Christ as our model, we learn to show love in our words and actions.   This focus is 

one that is important for us as we continue to help all of our families grow in showing Christ’s love 

within their homes and community.  As the new school year arrives, we encourage each of you to find 

at least one way to serve those around in Christ’s name.  Let’s make this a year to ROCK! 

A Word about Hospital Notifications 

Immanuel staff would like to remind all of our members that hospitals no longer alert churches when 

members have been admitted as patients.  Because of the privacy laws that have been enacted, hospitals 

are no longer free to release the names of current patients.  Even if you identify Immanuel Lutheran 

Church as your home church, we are not given that information.  No longer can we make a phone call 

to area hospitals to receive a list of our members who have been admitted. 

 

If you or a loved one is scheduled for surgery, a hospitalization or time in a nursing facility, please alert 

us here in the church office (847-724-1034).  The alert needs to come from you.   If you do not notify 

us, we have no way of knowing where you are.  Thank you for understanding this change that has come 

with the new laws. 

A NOTE FROM ANN 
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Ways to Volunteer at Immanuel 

Finding a way to be involved makes Immanuel feel more like a 

home.   Pray about where God might use you to serve Him.  If 

you see something you’d like to try, talk to Ann, Wendy or Pas-

tor about getting involved. 

• Ushering – handing out bulletins, taking offering 

• Altar Guild – setting up/cleaning up communion 

• Lecturing – reading the lessons during Sunday service 

• Property committee – helping with the physical upkeep of 

the building 

• Sewing Circle – making quilts for Lutheran World Relief 

• Prayer Partner – praying for an Open Arms classroom 

• Sunday School – teaching/assisting with the classes 

• Counting – helping count and record Sunday offerings 

Sunday School for the Summer! 

There are still a few more weeks of Summer Sunday School. We 

meet upstairs in the LIBRARY (it has air conditioning).   We have 

been studying the “Bad Days” of various people from the Bible.  All 

our welcome to join us for our last few weeks. 

  

 Aug. 7  The Women’s Bad Day 

 Aug. 14 Stephen’s Bad Day 

 

There will be no Sunday School on Aug. 21, Aug. 28 and Sept. 4. 

We will be kicking off our new year of Sunday School on Sunday, 

Sept. 11. 

Family Grill Night   WEDNESDAY, August 17 

Celebrate another summer of blessings with us on Wed., Aug. 17.  

Join us in the Open Arms/Immanuel Backyard for hot dogs and 

brats.  The food is ready to go at 5:30 PM and clean-up is at 7 PM.    

Since we are outside, we encourage you to bring a chair or blanket to 

sit on.  The playground and the field are available for the children to 

enjoy. 
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Movie Night: The Incredibles   Friday, Aug. 12 

Join us for our final movie night of the summer.   We will gather in our 

“Backyard” to enjoy the Disney movie, “The Incredibles”.  Bring a chair, 

pillow, or blanket to get comfortable.  Snacks are welcome too. 

Backpack Sunday   Sun., Aug. 14 

Everyone is invited to bring their backpacks or their briefcases to 

the 10 AM worship service.  We will bless them as we dedicate 

the 2015/16 school year to the Lord.  

This will also be the service that we dedicate our staff to the Lord 

as we begin the new school year at Open Arms. 

Sunday School Conversation     Sun., Aug. 7 

We have a great Sunday School but that doesn't mean it can't be im-

proved.   All those who are interested in our children (birth through 

18 years) are invited to be part of a Sunday School conversation on 

Sunday, Aug. 7.   We'll be getting together after church.   There will 

be lunch for the adults and kids followed by conversation.   (We'll 

have an activity for the kids so the adults can talk.) The goal:   finding 

out what people want out of the Sunday School program and getting 

feedback on the different styles that are available.   RSVP to Ann if 

you plan to join us. 
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Be a blessing by donating a backpack filled with school supplies 

We will be collecting backpacks of supplies (list below) to be distributed by the Sunrise Rotary 

Club of Glenview.  These backpacks are distributed to students in cooperation with the Northfield 

Township Food Pantry.  (Deadline Aug. 14) 

 

Special Request this year:   Backpacks designed for  younger  children (car toon characters, 

superheroes, Disney, etc.).   Feel free to place some of the school supplies in a plastic bag tied to 

the backpack.   Reason for the request – there were not enough smaller backpacks for children in 

grades 1-3 last fall. 

 

Supply List: 

Ballpoint pens (black/blue)   #2 pencils 

Box of 24 Crayola crayons   Elmer’s glue sticks 

12” ruler w/metric markings   Scissors 

Large pink eraser     3 x 3 Post-it notes 

200 count Kleenex box    4x6 and 3x5 index cards  

Colored pencils     2 pocket folders 

Clear scotch tape     Washable markers in classic colors  

Spiral notebook (70 ct. wide rule)  Yellow highlighter 

Antibacterial wipes    Hand sanitizer with pump 

 

 



Please refer to your weekly worship bulletin for any changes or additions to the calendar.  

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Open Arms Christian Child Development Center  

1850 Chestnut Avenue, Glenview, IL 60025 Church: 847-724-1034 Open Arms: 847-724-6092 Fax: 847-724-1038  

E-mail: info@immanuelglenview.org  

Church: www.immanuelglenview.org     Open Arms: www.openarmsglenview.org  

Every Sunday (except when noted):  

Sunday School 8:45 am  

Teen & Adult Bible Study 8:45 am  

Parent & Me Class 9:00 am  

Worship with Holy Communion 10:00 am  

August 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
Men’s Fellow-
ship 9:15 

4 
Care Kit  6 pm 

5 6 

7 
Sunday School 

Sunday School  
Conversation 

Choir After 
Church 

8 9 10 
Men’s Fellow-
ship 9:15 

11 12 
Movie Night 7 
pm 

13 

14 Sunday 

School 

Backpack Bless-
ing 

Choir After 
Church 

15 16 17 
Men’s Fellow-
ship 9:15 

Family Grill 
Night  5:30 

18 19 20 

21 
 

22 23 24  
Men’s Fellow-
ship 9:15 

Quilting 9 am 

25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 
Men’s Fellow-
ship 9:15 

   



    

1850 Chestnut Avenue 
Glenview, IL  60025 

Immanuel’s Mission Statement: 
We serve the Lord with joy and gladness through 
loving others as He loved us, by serving others as 

He served us. 

August— Upcoming Events 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP EVERY SUNDAY. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL (AGES 3-6TH GRADE):  8:45 AM   

PARENT & ME SUNDAY SCHOOL (AGES 0-3) 9:00 AM 

YOUTH BIBLE CLASS: 8:45 AM 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS: 8:45 AM 

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION:   10:00 AM 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Open Arms 
Child Development Center 

IMMANUEL’S STAFF 

PASTOR 

Rev. David Barber 

DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD  MINISTRY 

Wendy Pritchard 

Director of Family Life Ministry 

Ann Barber 

Business Administrator 

Kathy gerken 

Director of Music 

Tim Marquardt 

Choir director 

Ryan Kirby 

Administrative assistant 

Beth Neal 

Summer Choir—Sundays starting June 19th @ after church 

Men’s Fellowship—Wednesdays @ 9:15 

Personal Care Kit Packing—August 4 @ 6 pm 

Summer Sunday School—August 7 and 14 (no school on the 21 and 28) @ 8:45 am 

Sunday School Conversation—August 7 @ after church 

Summer Movie Night—August 12th @ 7 pm 

Blessing of the backpacks—August 14th @ 10:30 service 

Family Grill Night—August 17 @ 5:30-7:00 pm 

Quilting—August 24th @ 9 am 

 

 


